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Luke 4:16-30 

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, 

he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written, 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

    and recovering of sight to the blind, 

    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 

20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 

the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, 

“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him 

and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, 

“Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this 

proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do 

here in your hometown as well.” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is 

acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in 

Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, 

and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but 

only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there 
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were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 

cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the 

synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town 

and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they 

could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went away. 

 

 

“And they said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’” (Luke 4:22) 

 

Jesus had not been gone from home all that long. Recognizing who Jesus was from His 

face and build wasn’t the issue in Nazareth that day. Whether or not Jesus bore a 

family resemblance to Joseph was not what they were talking about. What they were 

saying was, “Jesus is no stranger to us. He is no exotic celebrity. We know His family. He 

is so familiar to us that we already know everything about Him.”  Did they really?  

 

There are two young women who both live in 

Ireland. Their names are Irene Adams and Niamh 

Geaney. Niamh is a news reporter on TV in the city 

of Dublin. For quite a while Irene’s friends were 

saying, “That woman on the telly looks so familiar.” 

They were trying to tell Irene that she looked just like 

that lady on the news. Well, Irene was able to find 

out more about Niamh through a website called Twin Strangers. Which helps you 

locate the people in the world who look just like you. Twin strangers. Well, Irene and 

Niamh soon set up a meeting, and when they met, they could not believe how much 

they looked alike. So, they went so far as to pay for DNA testing so they could 

compare results. I mean, they look so familiar to one another. They assumed they had 

to be related in some way. Maybe they were sisters or cousins? They look so familiar to 

one another. 

 

Jesus is so familiar to us. Does that lead us to assume some things… some things that 

may or may not be true?  
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Jesus was so familiar to the folks in Nazareth. So, they assumed some things. After all, 

they had watched Him grow up. They had watched Him play in the streets. They had 

watched Him accompanying His father Joseph in the carpentry business. They had 

walked alongside Him as He went with Mary and Joseph to the local synagogue. Jesus 

was so familiar to them that they assumed some things. They assumed that they knew 

everything about Jesus that there was to know. They could boil it down to, “Is not this 

Joseph’s son?”  

 

They assumed that when Jesus began to preach on these words of Isaiah the prophet, 

He would speak about the coming of the Anointed One, the Messiah. That when 

Messiah came He would preach good news to Israel, for who was poor but God’s own 

people being taxed to death by Rome and by Herod Antipas? Messiah would 

announce liberty for Israel, for who were the captives but God’s own people Israel 

held captive to Caesar? The One anointed of the Holy Spirit when He came would 

liberate Israel, for who was oppressed but God’s own people living under Roman 

oppression? When Messiah came He would bring the day of God’s vengeance upon 

Israel’s enemies. They assumed Jesus would preach what He had been taught while 

growing up right there in Nazareth.  

 

Were these assumptions correct? Jesus was so familiar to the folks of Nazareth. That 

they assumed they already knew who He was. They assumed they already knew what 

He would say.  

 

But Jesus told them that day He Himself was the fulfiller of this prophecy in Isaiah.  Jesus 

spoke that day not of vengeance towards Israel’s enemies but of God’s grace toward 

her enemies. Towards Sidon and the widow who lived there, in what is now Lebanon. 

Towards Syria and the general who lived there, who even had enslaved a Jewish child 

he had captured in time of war. Jesus may have said other things that day about 

Israel being a light to the nations for that would be perfectly in keeping with the 

message of Isaiah. Well, that was not what the folks in Nazareth had assumed, their 

violent reaction being the proof of that.  
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We, too, may find ourselves assuming some things about Jesus and what He says. We 

may assume things that may or may not be true. After all, Jesus is so familiar to us from 

all of the Sunday school lessons and sermons and daily devotions and Bible studies. 

Jesus is so familiar to us. That familiarity does breed some good things. Like strong faith 

and sure confidence in the Lord. But familiarity can breed things that are not so 

good… like assumptions. Jesus is so familiar to us, and that can lead us to assume that 

we already know everything about Him, that there’s nothing new to learn, that we 

already know what He’s going to say. His values and beliefs are our values and beliefs. 

Our values and beliefs are already in line with where they need to be, so what else is 

there to learn from Jesus? 

 

Are those assumptions correct? We forget that there is a constant pull on our values 

and beliefs to bring us into the mainstream. To get us to merge and mingle and mix 

God’s Word with the mainstream values and beliefs around us, such that His Words get 

watered down. Their interpretation gets pulled away from what Jesus originally 

intended. Or, we try to avoid talking about certain subjects in the Bible, like what it has 

to say about the poor, or the oppressed, or our enemies; again, because of how we 

are influenced by mainstream values and beliefs.  

 

Like us, Irene Adams and Niamh Geaney were capable of making some wrong 

assumptions based on familiarity. They assumed they had to be related. But then they 

got the results of their DNA tests. The results of the test revealed that their chances of 

being twins were 1 in 150,000. Their chances of being half-sisters were 1 in 93. As for 

coming from the same family tree: The results said no for as far back as these things 

can be traced, even to thousands of years, they did not come from the same family 

tree. Their assumptions were wrong. Like ours can be. 

 

Yet, what a surprise it was for them! Two people so alike, yet different. They are true 

doppelgangers of one another, a mystery that cannot be explained. But that is 

nothing compared to the mystery of God coming to this world in the flesh. Jesus looks 

so much like us, He is so familiar, and yet He is so different. Yes, He shared our human 

DNA, but He was not Joseph’s son. Yes, He was and is human in all the ways that are 

essential for our liberation from our enemies the devil, sin, and death.  
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He was rejected not just by His hometown of Nazareth but like Elijah and Elisha and the 

other prophets that came before Him, Jesus was rejected by Israel as a whole, 

suffered, and was eventually killed violently. That we may not perish. But have life with 

Him in the age to come.  

 

But Jesus is at the same time so different from us, so not familiar.  

 

We change. It is our understanding of Jesus and it is our understanding of His Word that 

changes, that over time tends to drift with the mainstream. But Jesus does not change. 

His Word does not change. His promises to us do not change. His promises to us hold 

fast.  

 

Another thing about Jesus that is so different from us is the human body He has now. 

His resurrected body, transformed so that He can never again die. We cannot imagine 

that His DNA now is anything like our own, yet He remains in the flesh, our flesh. He 

remains in a body like ours but one that is ready for the age to come. That is one of the 

very things that pulls us back to Himself and to His Word to keep peering into it, 

expecting it to speak to afresh to ears and hearts that drift.  

 

It was seeing the resurrected Jesus in the flesh, so familiar yet so other that pulled some 

of these same Nazareth folks to Jesus and to His Word, including Jesus’ brothers, who 

shared His DNA but had previously not believed in Him. The resurrected Jesus, so 

familiar yet so different from us, and all that that holds for us, in the hope of our own 

resurrection, will keep pulling us back, to confess the ways our values and beliefs fall 

short, longing to hear Jesus’ refreshing words of forgiveness and rescue and 

redemption of this world, the resurrection to come.  The unimaginable DNA we will one 

day have.          

Amen 


